CD Track Listings

The Sound of the Web at the Turn of the Century

Edited and Produced by Nora Farrell

1. Tod Machover: The Brain Opera, excerpts
02:43

The CD opens with a walk through The Brain Opera, and four brief excerpts taken from the Mind Forest section.  The voice introducing the Brain Opera is Marvin Minsky, a pioneer in the field of artificial intelligence, whose ideas on music and the mind were, in part, the inspiration for the work.

Recording date: 1996

Credits: Used by permission of Tod Machover. All rights reserved.

2. Scanner: Phantom Signals
05:50

Written & Produced by Robin Rimbaud, a.k.a. Scanner.

Recording date:  2002

Credits:  Used by permission of Robin Rimbaud and Scannerdot Publishing, administered by Bug Music. www.scannerdot.com.  All rights reserved.

3.  The Hub:  Wheelies
08:04

The Hub (John Bischoff, Chris Brown, Tim Perkis, Mark Trayle, Phil Stone, Scot Gresham-Lancaster) in concert in Berlin playing Chris Brown’s piece Wheelies.  This example comes from the Artifact Recordings CD release “Wreckin’ Ball” by The Hub (ART 1008).

Recording date:  May 27, 1993

Credits:  Used by permission of John Bischoff and Artifact Recordings. All rights reserved.

4.  The Cathedral Band:  Alphabet of the Birds
07:22

The Cathedral Band recorded live during the first of four webcast concerts at the Mini[ ]Max Festival at the Powerhouse in Brisbane, Australia.  Performers include DJ Tamara, records; William Duckworth and Warren Burt, PitchWebs; Nora Farrell, PitchWeb moderator; and Stuart Dempster, trombone, toys, and didgeridoo; with guest performers Simone de Haan, trombone; and William Barton, didgeridoo.

Recording date:  July 27, 2002

Credits:  Used by permission of Monroe Street Music. All rights reserved.

5. The League of Automatic Music Composers: 9-6-81, excerpt 
02:55

A rehearsal of The League of Automatic Music Composers (John Bischoff, Jim Horton, Tim Perkis, Don Day) in Oakland, CA.

Recording date: September 6, 1981

Credits:  Used by permission of John Bischoff. All rights reserved.

6.  Marek Choloniewski:  GPS-Trans 3, excerpt
03:37

This Sound Map of Krakow was originally webcast as part of Cathedral’s 48-hour Web festival in 2001.  The performers, including those in a GPS-equipped car moving through Krakow, are Marek Choloniewski, Marcin Wierzbicki, Janek Choloniewski, Mateusz Bien, and Ryan Ingebritsen.

Recording date:  December 2, 2001

Credits:  Used by permission of Marek Choloniewski and Ryan Ingebritsen. All rights reserved.

7. Sergi Jordà: F@ust 3.0, Tierra Bajo Tierra
02:53

“Tierra Bajo Tierra” is a composition made from the FMOL (F@aust 3.0) Internet project files.  Tierra bajo tierra means earth under ground, or ground under earth, or perhaps, as Jordà suggests, something else.  It was composed using 7 FMOL short pieces from the F@ust 3.0 call for music online.  The main loop that supports the entire composition was created by RoLoCo, one of the most active FMOL net-composers.

Recording date:  1998

Credits:  Used by permission of Sergi Jordà. All rights reserved.

8.  therefore:  fossil_residue storeroom exhibition
03:21

This version of therefore’s fossil_residue is a distillation of the live composition, which was first performed at Bucknell University in 2003.  Utilizing sounds from the web—including embedded files, streaming audio, interactive flash programs, and downloadable free-ware programs—fossil_residue is a compositional model for the excavating and filtering of online information as a medium for music.

Recording date: Recorded in various phases in 2003 and remixed in September 2004

Credits:  Used by permission of therefore, (Michael Kaufmann and Wayne S. Feldman). All rights reserved.

9. Cathedral:  PitchWeb Jam, excerpt
03:18

This excerpt is from the first live, beta-test/session of Cathedral’s multi-user PitchWeb.  The performers are Jon Child (the builder of the instrument), Nora Farrell, and William Duckworth.  Two days later, the 3 performers gave the first demonstration of the multiuser PitchWeb at the Harvestworks Digital Arts Media Center summer computer camp for kids in NYC.

Recording date: July 16, 2001

Credits:  Used by permission of Monroe Street Music. All rights reserved.

10.  Phil Burk:  WebDrum Jam
04:50

The WebDrum tackles the problem of synchronizing musicians playing together over the web by having them all edit parts of a shared music loop. This recording is one of the first of many online jams between Phil Burk (the inventor of the WebDrum) and Nick Didkovsky. Phil was playing from San Francisco and Nick from New York City. The instrument they are using is the original WebDrum I.

Recording date: October 2000

Credits:  Used by permission of Phil Burk. All rights reserved.

11.  Golan Levin, Scott Gibbons and Gregory Shaker:  

                  Dialtones (a Telesymphony), Section 1
08:24

Imagine you are sitting in the audience somewhere inside the 20x10 grid of 200 people, as their mobile phones, preprogrammed with new sounds, begin to ring.  This excerpt is taken from the opening section of Dialtones and is from the premiere at the Ars Electronica Festival in Linz, Austria.  This first movement is performed solely through the choreographed ringing of the audience’s own mobile phones, which were dialed via a special software system created by the authors.

Recording date:  September 2001

Credits:  Used by permission of Golan Levin. All rights reserved.

12.  Phil Kline:  Unsilent Night, excerpt
03:50

This performance of Unsilent Night took place in San Francisco in 2003, and includes 150 boom boxes, and an audience of over 400.  The recording was made by sound artist Greg Weddig. 

Recording date: Dec. 21, 2003

Credits:  Used by permission of Phil Kline. All rights reserved.

13. John Maxwell Hobbs: Cinema Volta, June 3rd, excerpt
06:22

Hobbs’ work, June 3rd, has been on his Cinema Volta website since 1993, first as a small, low-fi, 8-bit AU file and now as an AAC recording, from which this excerpt is taken.  (Parts of June 3rd, incidentally, also appear as MIDI files in Hobbs’s ‘Web Phase.’)

Recording date:  1993/2004

Credits:  Used by permission of John Maxwell Hobbs. All rights reserved.

14. Marek Choloniewski: GPSTrans-3, excerpt
04:05

This is the opening section of the Sound Map of Krakow, originally webcast as part of Cathedral’s 48-hour Web festival in 2001.  The speaker introducing the project is Marek Choloniewski.

Recording date:  December 2, 2001

Credits:  Used by permission of Marek Choloniewski and Ryan Ingebritsen. All rights reserved.


Total Time:
68:03

