
Source Reduction Comparison Worksheet

FACTOR PRODUCT A PRODUCT B

Cost: What is the purchase cost of each product?  

This includes any installation costs.  This number 

VKRXOG�UHȵHFW�WKH�WUXH�FRVWV�QHHGHG�WR�SODFH�D�
ZRUNLQJ�XQLW�SURGXFW�RQ�WKH�ȵRRU�

Warrantied life: What is the warrantied life of  

the product?

If Yes, explain the contaminating 

material.

Durability: What is the estimated life of the 

product in your application?   

This information may come from the manufacturer, 

maintenance records, or consumer publications.

Estimated life: Estimated life:

Is the product upgradable for a longer life?

N/A       Yes       No       Somewhat N/A       Yes       No       Somewhat

Repairability:��ΖV�LW�FRVW�HHFWLYH�WR�KDYH�WKH�
SURGXFW�UHȴOOHG��UHPDQXIDFWXUHG��RU�UHSDLUHG�

N/A       Yes       No       Somewhat N/A       Yes       No       Somewhat

'RHV�WKH�SURGXFW�KDYH�SDUWV�WKDW�DUH�
interchangeable with other models currently  

in use?

N/A       Yes       No       Somewhat N/A       Yes       No       Somewhat

Quantity per year:  Based on expected product 

life, what is the number of items needed for one 

year?  

Cost per year: cost of one unit x (number of units 

needed in operation/durability in years)

Note: cost per year may be less than the price of one unit 

ZKHQ�WKH�ORQJHYLW\�RI�WKH�SURGXFW�LV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�RQH�\HDU���)RU�
example, if product life is four years, than 25% of product life is 

used in one year.

�)LJXUHV�IURP�ODWHU�TXHVWLRQV

Extra material would include supporting material 

such as lubricants.

Cost per year of product only:

Labor cost*:

Resource cost*:

Extra material cost*:

Disposal cost*:

Total cost:

Cost per year of product only:

Labor cost*:

Resource cost*:

Extra material cost*:

Disposal cost*:

Total cost:

Weight: What is the disposal weight of one unit of 

the product, including packaging 

Note: absorbent products often increase in weight after use.

 



FACTOR PRODUCT A PRODUCT B

Weight per year: Quantity per year x weight for 

the use of one unit of the product.

Volume: :KDW�LV�WKH�GLVSRVDO�YROXPH�RI�RQH�XQLW�
of the product, including packaging?

Volume per year: Number of products per year 

[�GLVSRVDO�YROXPH�RI�RQH�XQLW�RI�WKH�SURGXFW�

Disposal costs per year: What are the costs for 

disposal of the product?

Cu. Yards or gallons of waste x cost for one = cost.

* Add under cost per year

Toxicity: :KDW�LV�WKH�FRPSDUDWLYH�WR[LFLW\�RI�WKH�
product in use and disposal

N/A       Low       Medium       High N/A       Low       Medium       High

Worker Safety: ΖQFOXGLQJ�VHUYLFLQJ�DQG�UHSDLU��
ZKDW�LV�WKH�FRPSDUDWLYH�LPSDFW�WR�ZRUNHU�KHDOWK�
RU�VDIHW\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�XVH�DQG�GLVSRVDO�RI�WKH�
product? 

N/A       Low       Medium       High N/A       Low       Medium       High

Labor:  :KDW�LV�WKH�FRPSDUDWLYH�ODERU�H[SHQVH�RI�
using the product?

ΖI�ODERU�FRVWV�DQG�WLPH�UHTXLUHG�IRU�HDFK�DFWLYLW\�
are known, actual costs can be estimated.

*Add under cost per year

Ordering:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Stocking:   

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Servicing:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Disposal:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Ordering:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Stocking:   

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Servicing:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Disposal:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Other costs: :KDW�LV�WKH�FRPSDUDWLYH�UHVRXUFH�
XVH�UHTXLUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�SURGXFW"��
Quantify where possible.

*Add under cost per year

Electricity:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Other Fuels:   

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Water:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Additional Materials:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Electricity:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Other Fuels:   

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Water:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

Additional Materials:    

N/A       Low       Medium       High

 



FACTOR PRODUCT A PRODUCT B

Recyclability: Is the product locally recyclable?  

     Yes          No          Somewhat   Yes          No          Somewhat

Is its container locally recyclable?

     Yes          No          Somewhat     Yes          No          Somewhat

'RHV�WKLV�DHFW�FRVWV"
   Yes          No          Somewhat    Yes          No          Somewhat

Recycled content:  'RHV�WKH�SURGXFW�KDYH�SRVW�
consumer recycled content?

If yes, what percent?

     Yes                  No

___________%

     Yes                  No

___________%

 

7KLV�ZRUNVKHHW�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�Ȋ6RXUFH�5HGXFWLRQ�1RZȋ�PDWHULDO�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�RI�0LQQHVRWD��

KWWS���ZZZ�SFD�VWDWH�PQ�XV�LQGH[�SKS�YLHZ�GRFXPHQW�KWPO"JLG ����
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