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The files on the CD present the same information as in the printed handbook, and should allow researchers to search quickly for data on individual species, or to extract data for sets of species in electronic form.  The files include only the main compilation (chapter 1), not the Odum chapter.  The database is saved in Excel 2003, and is divided into 14 different files to allow for efficient use.  To arrange the files in the taxonomic sequence used in the handbook, the files can be listed as follows:


File 1:   ostrich – waterfowl


File 2:   vultures – bustards


File 3:   jacanas – doves


File 4:   parrots – nightjars


File 5:   swifts – woodpeckers


File 6:   broadbills – tapaculos


File 7:   cotingas – New Zealand wrens

File 9:   larks – accentors


File 10: thrushes - gnatcatchers


File 11: muscicapids - babblers

File 12: parrotbills - sugarbirds

File 13: starlings - finches

File 14: Hawaiian honeycreepers - icterids
The table presents as much of the following information as was available from the selected source(s):  sex, sample size, mean, standard deviation, range, collecting location and season.  Species names and order primarily follow the sixth edition of Clements (1998) Checklist of World Birds, with updates conforming to recent publications, regional authorities, and spelling corrections.  The spelling of Latin names was checked using BirdLexi (Santa Barbara Software, Inc., Santa Barbara CA, 2006) during final preparation in summer 2007.    

All means and ranges are given in grams.  Standard deviation, when available, is given for sample > 10 individuals.  When necessary (and possible), I calculated standard deviation from standard errors.  

The following codes are used in the table.  For sex:  M = male; F = female; B = both species combined; U = sex unknown.  For collecting season:  W = winter; B = breeding; PB = postbreeding; Sp = spring migration; F = fall migration; M = spring and fall migration combined, Y = year round.  In many sources, the data were not collected during a time period that fit neatly into these categories (i.e., April through November in temperate zones) and I do not indicate a collecting season for these data.  I did not assume a season for tropical studies when not specified in the paper, even if the calendar month was given.  

All sources are numbered in the Literature Cited section of the printed handbook, including sources of unpublished data. Entries in the table are referenced to the original source using these numbers.  

